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appeared, here offers a German translation of Koheleth or Ecclesiastes, being 
a new translation, quite literal and yet imitating the poetical original even 
in details. 

Our readers, even those who are not Hebrew scholars, may know that 
Koheleth is one of the latest productions of the Biblical canon, written by 
some Hebrew thinker deeply imbued with Greek thought, and through his 
knowledge of Greek philosophy the author must have imbibed also much of 
Eastern philosophy, be it Buddhist or Brahmanic. The book became very 
popular among the Jews, so much so that the orthodox priests to whose 
views it was diametrically opposed were compelled to incorporate it into the 
canon. The pessimism was so natural, and the sentiments of the Koheleth 
appealed so strongly to the Jews of that age that the book could not be sup- 
pressed, but in order to conciliate the broad spirit of the Koheleth with the 
narrowness of Jewish orthodoxy, some orthodox redactor added to the 
author's philosophy some comments of his own which should give to these 
radical thoughts a gentler turn that would show them in the light of an 
orthodox interpretation. 

Profesor Haupt has published those passages of Koheleth which form 
the original text in a connected order and relegates the priestly addition to 
footnotes. In this way we are enabled to grasp at once the original sense, 
and a little reflection teaches us why the domatic counter-statements cannot 
be ascribed to the same pen as the main body of the text. 

The critical and historical notes are very terse but quite sufficient, and 
so the little book will not only be welcome to the specialist, but also to that 
large class of readers who take an interest in a rational study of the Bible. 

p. c 

Lazarus, der Begrunder der Volkerpsychologie. By Dr. Alfred Leicht. 
Leipsic: Durr'sche Buchhandlung. 1904. Pp. in. Price, Mark 1.20. 
Professor Lazarus, the founder of Volkerpsychologie, i. e., folk psychol- 
ogy or psychology of nations, was born September 15, 1824, and, had he not 
died a short time ago, would this year have celebrated his eightieth birth- 
day. In his honor the present booklet has been written by Dr. Alfred Leicht, 
who sets forth his merits as the founder of an important branch of science, 
the psychology of nations, and substantiates the claim by rehearsing the 
story of his life as well as his labors. The principles which Professor Laza- 
rus has established are now generally acknowledged, but in his days he had 
to fight for their recognition. Even such a liberal and broad man as Eduard 
von Hartmann claims that the existence of a national psychology depended 
upon the existence of a national soul, and that the national soul was im- 
possible except on the assumption of a metaphysical unity and substantiality 
of the collective spirit of a nation. Without such a substratum Hartmann 
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deemed the existence of a national soul impossible, but Lazarus insists that 
the assumption of a metaphysical soul unit is redundant and even inadmis- 
sible, and that the psychology of a nation exists by the very truth of a com- 
munal will. If the nations existed in metaphysical entities, humanity would 
throughout be cut up into several antagonistic beings, but, as a matter of fact, 
the only reason for antagonism among the nations originates by a contrast 
of their wills, not by a difference of soul substrata. The quality of things 
consists in their activity not in any metaphysical essence. What a thing in 
itself may be (except what it is in its activity) is an illegitimate question. 
In order to characterise the significance of Lazarus's work we ought to 
consider the influence which he exercised upon the different domains of 
science. The recognition he found in theology possesses a greater signifi- 
cance in consideration of the fact that he was a Jew. His philosophical com- 
prehension is sufficiently indicated by the honor which the University of 
Halle conferred upon him by renewing his Doctor's diploma. He stimulated 
historical research and his labors were especially suggestive to jurisprudence. 
A great honor was bestowed upon him by his co-religionists when the Hebrew 
Union College of Cincinnati introduced his ethical lectures for official reading 
and the faculty of this institution conferred upon him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Divinity. 

Volkerpsychologie. Eine Uutersuchung der Entwicklungsgesetze von 
Sprache, Mythus und Sitte. By Wilhelm Wundt. Leipsic: Wilhelm 
Engelmann. 1904. Pp. xv, 667. 
Professor Wundt, who has been so indefatigable in working out a phil- 
osophical system for all the several fields connected with psychology, and 
method, brings out a second edition of his Volkerpsychologie, which has 
been revised and enriched by several additions.. The first folio only lies 
before us containing Wundt's speculations on language in all its phases and 
formations, gesture, speech, and word formation. When the whole work 
lies before us we intend to give a more complete review of Wundt's views. 

(The second volume just reached us when we were preparing the pres- 
ent number for publication.) 

Leibnizens Apriorismus im Verhaltnis zu seiner Metaphysic. By Dr. 
A. Silberstein. Beilin: Mayer & Muller. 1904. 
The author has taken a Doctor's degree on this study of Leibnitz's 
apriorism, and he here republishes his dissertation, adding thereto his criti- 
cism of Dr. Ernst Cassirer with whose views concerning Leibnitz's system 
he does not agree. The main result of the pamphlet seems to be that Leib- 
nitz has anticipated Kant more than is generally believed, and his standpoint 
may be characterised as "critical apriorism." 



